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The days are noticeably shorter, leaves are turning color, and the
fog’s receding. Here in Marin that can only mean one thing… Fall is
almost here and the best weather is yet to come! We slowed down a bit
and limited our activities over the summer months to give out members,
families, and friends a chance to relax and come back refreshed and
ready to support the troops and volunteer at the events we are already
planning for the coming months.

Yard Sale
In July we sponsored our first Community Yard Sale at the Log
Cabin, benefiting our care package program. After months of planning
and the work of many, the early morning of the Yard Sale was a beehive
of activity as the 33 tables set up inside and outside of the Cabin were
claimed by folks who had responded to our ad and rented a table.
Throughout the day, a steady flow of people came to look, browse and
buy what others no longer had any use for. Coffee and baked goods for
sale by our unit members provided a great opportunity for us to talk to a
lot of folks, and encouraged many donations toward the purchase of a
Hug from Home or the shipping cost of packages. Everyone who
participated seemed to have a good time, and we hope to make this an
annual fundraising event.

Coast Guard Cutter Waesche
Several companies have been very generous with donations of
goods for our troops, including the Girl Scouts of Northern California and
FRS Healthy Energy Drinks. When Captain Mark Mackey of the U.S.
Coast Guard heard that we had a supply of cookies and energy drinks that
were looking for a home, he suggested that the crew of the Coast Guard
Cutter Waesche would love to have some. So on a foggy Monday
morning in July, we loaded up the car and headed over to Coast Guard
Island in Alameda. A group of enthusiastic “Coasties” met us and quickly
unloaded everything. After posing for a few pictures, they presented us
with one of their ship’s challenge coins, which is a treasured addition to
our unit’s scrap book.
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Fallen Warriors
In July, it was our honor to participate in solemn ceremonies as two
fallen warriors were laid to their final rest.
Pfc. Edward O’Toole was killed in Germany in 1944, during World War
II. His remains were recently recovered and identified. Originally from San
Francisco, Pfc. O’Toole had no known remaining family. But once his story
was publicized, there was no chance that his funeral would be unattended.
More than 100 people came to honor him as he was finally brought home.
A far sadder occasion was the funeral for Army Sgt. Nicanor Amper IV,
a 36 year old father of two from San Jose who was killed in Afghanistan.
Members of our unit were part of the flag line at the entrance to Golden Gate
National Cemetery, and later helped to surround the proceedings with a circle
of flags. Our hearts went out to the bereaved family, who had suffered an
unimaginable loss, and we were reminded once again of the tremendous
sacrifices made by our military men and women.

Hugs from Home
To augment our care package program, we also send Hugs from
Home, which are colorful cloth bags filled with a variety of personal toiletry
items. Each bag is sponsored by a caring member of the community, who
donates $20 to cover the cost of filling and shipping the bag. To make it more
personal, we offer each sponsor an opportunity to write a message on the gift
tag that will be attached to that bag. In July, we shipped 15 Hugs packages,
bringing our total to date to 101. Each bag touches someone far from home,
bringing them the warmth of a hug and the knowledge that they are not
forgotten.
A Hug from Home
for an
American
Hero

Pocket Flags
A new project for our unit is the folding and packaging of pocket flags
for the troops. We purchase 8” x 12” American flags, which are then folded
into the traditional tri-corner shape. Each folded flag goes into a small plastic
bag, along with a note card from us. Then a few flags are included in each
care package that we send.
The flags have proven to be extremely popular. One recipient in Iraq
contacted us and asked if it was possible for us to send enough pocket flags
that each member of his battalion could have one. When we asked how many
men that included, the answer was 400!! Undaunted, our members and
friends tackled a huge stack of flags, and the requested flags were ready in no
time. It’s nice to know that every member of the 15th Brigade Support
Battalion now has his own pocket flag to remind him of home and the country
he is fighting for.
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Sewing Parties
Members, family, and friends gathered together on one Saturday
in July and another in August to sew, fill, and fold cooling scarves. In July
we made 109 for our troops, and in August we switched from khaki and
camy fabrics to stars and stripes in order to complete 221 scarves that we
are donating to Veterans who will participate in the Ride 2 Recovery
bicycle event in October. We invite everyone to come and join us at a
sewing party. No sewing skills are required. Just a couple of hours of your
time, in good company, are all that we ask.

Renaming of Inverness Post Office
On July 23 several unit members attended a ceremony in
Inverness to commemorate the renaming of the Inverness Post Office,
which is now officially the Specialist Jake Robert Velloza Post Office.
Specialist Velloza, a 22 year-old Inverness resident, was killed in Iraq in
2009. The bill authorizing the renaming was sponsored by
Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey and was signed into law by President
Obama on the day after Memorial Day.

More Donations
Generous donations from two companies gave us some great new
products to include in our next round of care packages. Maui Mike,
owner of Maui Mike’s Lip Balm, a local San Rafael company, gave us a
big box of lip balm, sun sticks, and hand sanitizers. Paper Shower LLC,
a company based in Illinois, responded to an email request by shipping
us a case of their product, which is a combo pack with one wet towelette
and one dry one. Sun protection is always a must in the desert, and
many of our troops are at remote bases with no running water, so all of
these products will be greatly appreciated by the recipients.

A Fond Farewell
For more than 17 years, Dave Price has faithfully served
American Legion Post 179. He has been the Finance Officer and
Adjutant, as well as the Commander for District 5. Due to health issues,
Dave is moving back East to be near his family. A dinner to thank Dave
for his years of service and wish him farewell was held at The Log Cabin
on August 19th. We are very grateful to Dave for his help and support as
we formed our Auxiliary unit, and we wish him a safe journey
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Thank you from the Troops
ALA Unit Meetings
ALA Unit 179 meets on
the first Wednesday of
every month from 6:30 to
8:00pm at The Log Cabin
in San Anselmo. Anyone
interested is cordially
invited to attend.
The Log Cabin
120 Veterans Place
San Anselmo, CA

“On behalf of myself and my team, I’d like to express our heartfelt
gratitude for the care packages sent our way. We all appreciate them
more than you could possibly know.” The Men of 11th Marine Regiment
“Words cannot express how thankful we are to you all for your
support, prayers, well-wishes and goodies. We all thank you so very
much. It is so important to us all being so far away from those we love.
Thank you! Thank you!”
527th Military Police Company
“We at 7-17th CAV would like to thank everyone for all the care
packages and letters! It was like Christmas time in June! We all gathered
around to open the boxes and there was nothing but smiles, laughter, and
a short period of feeling like we were not at war!”

Special Angels
We encounter many generous and supportive people as we are out
in our communities, working the missions of the American Legion Auxiliary.
But occasionally someone really stands out as a special angel. Sandra
Terzian-Feliz is one of those angels.
Sandra read about our care package program and the Hugs from
Home bags that we send. As a long-time supporter of the troops, she
decided to make a donation that would cover the cost of sending 5 Hugs
bags per month for an entire year! The 60 troops who will benefit from her
generosity would surely thank her personally if they could.
Not content to stop there, Sandra also came out to help us sew
cooling scarves for the troops, and even took fabric with her so that she
could work on more scarves at home.
Thank you, Sandra, for really making a difference.
Contact Us
If you would like more
information about the
American Legion
Auxiliary and Unit 179,
please visit our web site
at www.ALAunit179.org
You can also email us
at info@ALAunit179.org
or call Jan Darmody at
(415) 482-8241

American Legion Auxiliary
San Anselmo Unit 179
Post Office Box 1814
San Anselmo, CA 94979
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